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granting of the Great Charter. The king's attempts to rid
himself of the new obligation, and the support given to them
by the Pope in opposition to the rights of the Church and
nation, resulted in a determined attempt to dethrone him by
foreign aid : a scheme which owed its only prospect of success
to the personal hatreds which John had inspired, but which
was so strong in that respect that, had it not been for the
king's death, England would have most probably carried out
a change in dynasty, the possible issues of which, both for
herself and the world in general, are incalculable.

It seems paradoxical to state that neither John's tyranny
nor its overthrow could have taken the form they took without
the reforms of Henry II, but such seems to have been really
the case. The technical principle on which here, as often
elsewhere, so much that owes its existence to very different
causes seems to turn, is the freedom of the vassals from service
abroad : and this point comes into prominence during the
thirteenth century in a way that would have been impossible
but for the decay of feudalism, begun and developed under
Henry II, and precipitated by the separation of Normandy
from England under John.

EXCERPTS.

A.D. 1199. MATT. PARIS, ii. 454. Dux Normanniae
Johannes transfretavit in Angliam et apud Sorham applicuit
octavo kalendas Junii; et in crastinp, in vigilia videlicet
Dominicae Ascensionis, Londonias venit ibidem coronandus.
Congregatis itaque in adventu ejus archiepiscopis, episcopis,
comitibus et baronibus atque aliis omnibus qui ejus coro-
nationi interesse debuerant; archiepiscopus stans in medio
omnium dixit, * Audite universi. Noverit discretio vestra
quod nullus praevia ratione alii succedere habet in regnum,
nisi ab universitate regni unanimiter invocata Sancti Spiritus
gratia electus, et secundum morum suorum eminentiam prae-
electus, ad exemplum et similitudinem Saul primi regis
inuncti, quern praeposuit Dominus populo suo, non regis
filium nee de regali stirpe procreatum ; similiter post eum
David Jessae filium ; hunc quia strenuum et aptum dignitati